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S a u d i  A q u a c u l t u r e  I n d u s t r y

Vision 2030 and development of Non-Oil Industry
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The Saudi Aquaculture Society (SAS) of the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia, is a comprehensive national strategy aimed at enabling the 

Aquaculture sector to become sustainable and essential to the food 

security in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

V I S I O N
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Realize sustainable development and enhance the 

fisheries sector contribution in GDP

Covering the Kingdom’s seafood needs, 

contributing to food security, and increasing the 

production of value-added seafood products.

Increase the production of the aquaculture sector 

to 600 thousand tons by 2030 

Capacity building for a sustainable future

Development of the seafood production value 

chain

Saudization of areas of partnership with the private sector 

to attract targeted investments for the establishment

Object ives
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01 Effect ive Pol ic ies
Introduction of investor friendly policies

02 Ease of operat ion
Revising strict overseeing rules

03 Enabling operat ion
Providing assistance where possible to the projects

04 Ensuring Biosecuri ty
Implementing strict Biosecurity programs

C h a n g i n g  t h e  S e c t o r

The NFDP is working hard on changing the sector, reducing

it’s red tape and streamlining bureaucratic procedures 



A q u a c u l t u r e  i n  K S A

A  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n  f o r  g r o w t h
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KSA population growing at a 

rate of 2% per year

KSA seafood consumption to grow 
at 8% per year until 2030…

…driven by increase in population and
per capita seafood consumption

KSA per capita seafood 

consumption to grow by 6% until 

2030 to reach current global 

average of 20kg

+8%
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R e d  S e a  – A  C o m p e t i t i v e  E d g e



Aquaculture in the Kingdom
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https://youtu.be/iiyDIfLUwdQ

https://youtu.be/iiyDIfLUwdQ


A q u a c u l t u r e  S p e c i e s
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Mediterranean Sea bream

Sparus aurata

Tilapia

Oreochromis niloticus

Red Sea White shrimp

Litopenaeus vannamei

Red Sea Sea bass

Lates calcarifer

Meagre

Argyrosomus regius

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi10_a_iqveAhUByxoKHQnpBQIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://turkishseafoods.wordpress.com/fresh-seafoods/meagre/&psig=AOvVaw2cgV1U186AYT_TW3g4Q-ZE&ust=1540882844380611
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Production on 27,000 tons

2016

Production 77,700 tons

2018

Production 100,000 tons

2020

Production 600,000 tons

2030

A q u a c u l t u r e  P r o d u c t i o n

Targeted Production by 2030 is 600,000 tons



S a f e t y & Q u a l i t y  D r i v e r s
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The Kingdom is on track to become the 

first nation to be BAP certified in the 

world. Ensuring that the Best 

Aquaculture Practices are implemented 

across the board.

Best Aquaculture Practices

The Kingdom’s aquaculture production 

is safeguarded with a very strict 

Biosecurity program, which is a global 

case study in its implementation.

Aquaculture Biosecurity

To Highlight and promote the local 

aquaculture production. MEWA with 

the local aquaculture society launch 

the SAMAQ certification Program. 

Based on strict auditing it guarantees 

the farm is following best aquaculture 

practices.

SAMAQ Certification



R e s e a r c h  &  D e v e l o p m e n t
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Research & Development is already underway through KAUST and Beacon Development company into increasing 

the FCR of existing species and developing best practices for domesticating 7 new species

Amberjack

Meagre

Snapper

Grouper

Silver Sea Bream

Pampano

E. Sea bass
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Vision 2030 and development of Non-Oil Industry


