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G.A.P. STANDS FOR 
GOOD AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES 
AND GLOBALG.A.P. IS THE 
WORLDWIDE STANDARD 
THAT ASSURES THEM.



We’re a global organization with a 
crucial objective: 

safe, sustainable agriculture worldwide. 

We set voluntary standards for the 
certification of agricultural – including 
aquaculture - products around the globe –
and more and more producers, suppliers and 
buyers are harmonizing their certification 
standards to match.



OUR PURPOSE

GLOBALG.A.P. members create private 
sector incentives for agricultural producers 
worldwide to adopt safe and sustainable 
practices to make this world a better place 
to live for our children.



THE SITUATION

70% 

Projected world 
population

by 2050: 
9.6 billion 

To meet our 

needs, food 
production 

must increase by 



Depletion of 
natural resources

By 2030 
more than 

50% 
of the world 
population

50% 
of the world 

will need 
more food 

will be 
affected by 

water scarcity

THE EFFECTS



THE SOLUTION

Safe, sustainable & 
responsible farming 
practices worldwide

CROPS, AQUACULTURE, 

LIVESTOCK



GLOBALG.A.P. GOVERNANCE 
Member-Driven Decision-Making Structure

MEMBERS

NATIONAL TECHNICAL 
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GLOBALG.A.P.
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GLOBALG.A.P.
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Name Company Country
Ralph Bickerdike Scottish Sea Farms United Kingdom
Herny Blain
Julie Gell

Tesco
Icelandic Seachill

United Kingdom
United Kingdom

Randi Norstoga Haldorsen Marine Harvest ASA Norway
Phan Vinh Hien Minh Phu Seafood Corporation Vietnam
Johan Hulleman Jumbo Supermarkten The Netherlands
Trygve Berg Lea Skretting/Nutreco Norway

Mark Nijhof Heiploeg International BV 
(Member of PP Group) Netherlands

David Parker Young's Seafood Ltd United Kingdom
Jürgen Pauly Globus Germany
Rohan Perera Lamex Foods United Kingdom
Stuart Smith ASDA United Kingdom

Technical Committee Aquaculture



GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture  

Food Packing
and Processing

Retail
Stores

Growers
Farmers

Consumers

Pre-Farm Gate Post-Farm Gate

Requirements

--
--

--
-

--
--

--
-

--
--

--
-

ON-FARM GFSI recognized 
scheme 
(GFSI:Global Food Safety Initiative) 

FAO Technical Guidelines for 
Aquaculture Certification 
referenced  at all times © GLOBALG.A.P. Secretariat | Page 3



Retail & Food Service Members
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2018
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Producer/Supplier Members
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Producer/Supplier Members

06/02/
2018
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Associate Members (CBs, Consultants, Industry)

06/02/
2018

14© GLOBALG.A.P Secretariat 



Associate Members (CBs, Consultants, Industry)

06/02/
2018
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1. Where does our seafood comes from? 

2. What is behind GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture Standard 

3. Statistics

Topics
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Where does our seafood comes from? 
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Source: 
FAO The State 
of World 
Fisheries and
Aquaculture
(SOFIA, 2016) 
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CURRENT SITUATION – CERTIFIED AQUACULTURE WORLDWIDE
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1. Where does our seafood comes from? 

2. What is behind GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture Standard 
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GLOBALG.A.P. INTEGRATED FARM ASSURANCE STANDARD 
(IFA) V5
A Modular Approach to G.A.P. Certification
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AQUACULTURE STANDARD
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LIVESTOCK BASE

FV FRUIT & VEGETABLES

FO FLOWERS & ORNAMENTALS

CC COMBINABLE CROPS   

TE TEA

PPM PLANT PROPAGATION MATERIAL

FINFISH, CRUSTACEANS & MOLLUSCS

PG PIGS

PY POULTRY

TY TURKEY

CS CATTLE & SHEEP
DY DAIRY

CYB CALF/YOUNG BEEF



GLOBALG.A.P. AQUACULTURE
CERTIFICATION
Caring for Consumers - Responsible 
Sourcing at All Stages of Production
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Four pillars of the:
FAO Technical Guidelines on Aquaculture Certification

Food 
Safety

Animal 
Health

& 
Welfare

Environ-
Mental 
Integrity

Socio 
Economics 

Aspects

Current Platforms

GFSI

(Global 
Food Safety Initiative)

GSSI

(Global Seafood Sustainability
Initiative)

Governance                                          



What is behind a GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture certified
product?

GLOBALG.A.P. 
Aquaculture is 

the only program 
recognized by 

GFSI for farming 
of fish • GLOBALG.A.P.

• Aquaculture
• certification 
• system formally applied 

for recognition in March 
2017



24State of Sustainability Initiatives Review: Standards and the Blue Economy (2016)



© GLOBALG.A.P. Secretariat | Page 25

Food Safety          Animal Welfare                         Traceability

Environment                      Workers Welfare

GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture Certification system The full 
production chain shall be verified

© GLOBALG.A.P. Secretariat | Page 13
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ü for Finfish, Crustaceans and Molluscs
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GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture certification is applicable:

ü for all type of production systems
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GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture certification is also applicable
for closed recirculation systems



Farms need to implement criteria related to: Key Sustainability
Areas

28

• Food safety:  in compliance with the GFSI       
requirements at farm level.

• Environment:  includes Protected Areas criteria and a 
compulsory Environmental (Biodiversity
inclusive) Impact Assessment and 
Management Plan.

• Traceability:    from broodstock, seedlings and feed used 
at the aquaculture  farming activities. 
Batch wise identification of stock and  
feed used.  

• Workers Welfare:  compulsory assessment on social  
practices; living conditions, workers
health & occupational safety. 

• Animal Welfare:   specific to farmed fish species,                                     
including cohabitant species,   
e.g. cleaner fish.

© GLOBALG.A.P. Secretariat | Page 19
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Reference: https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/9249/1499c9fe182e54217e21ab63dfb05431eec5.pdf

Independent Evaluation of Animal Welfare in Farmed Fish 
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GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture Standard cross-referenced
With the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Code

CONCLUSION: 

The GLOBALG.A.P. 
Aquaculture
Standard covers the 

criteria established in the 
OIE Aquatic - Animal 
Health Code



Animal Welfare Criteria
in GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture 

• Staff trained on Animal Welfare.

• Animal health related criteria to 
monitor all stages: broodstock, 
seedlings, 
farmed fish, harvesting, stunning 
and killing.

• Use of certified seedlings.

• Comprehensive Veterinary Health 
Plan.

• Use vaccination when available.

• Stocking density must be 
established in relation to fish size, 
production stage, environment and 
production system. 

• Does the farm/hatchery/transport 
and holding facilities  have a 
routine water quality-monitoring 
and control program.

• Record cause of death for 
mortalities. 

• Establish fallowing periods. 



• All infrastructure designed to 
respect animal welfare and to 
avoid unnecessary stress.

• Visual observation at all times, 
through.
staff training or electronic means

• Controls of size variations within 
stocks.

• Feedback related to animal 
welfare from slaughter/processing 
to the farm.

• Adequate design for cages (to 
prevent escapes and to avoid 
introduction of wild 
life into the cages, including 
predators). 

• Quarantine procedures. 

• Participation on established area 
management plan that includes 
measures to prevent the 
introduction and spread of 
pathogens and disease.

Animal Welfare Criteria
in GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture 



GLOBALG.A.P. RISK ASSESSMENT ON SOCIAL PRACTICE (GRASP)
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1. Worker representation

2. Complaint procedure

3. Self-declaration of good  social practices

4. Knowledge about national labor regulations

5. Contracts

6. Pay corresponds to contract specifications

7. Wage and overtime in compliance with regulations

8. No minors employed

9. Children of employees living on farm have access to school  education

10.  Working time recording system

11.  Hours and breaks in compliance with regulations

COMPULSORY ASSESSMENT FOR V5 



Depiction in the GLOBALG.A.P. Database
Example farm: 4050373885397 (https://database.globalgap.org)
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If feed is sourced, the GGN of the 
CFM operation must be stated

Stages of production covered by the certificate

Countries of destination



Non GLOBALG.A.P.

Chain of Custody   Version 5 launched Dec14

GLOBALG.A.P. Certified

© GLOBALG.A.P. Secretariat | Page 35

GGN Salmon
GGN Shrimp



1. Where does our seafood comes from? 

2. What is behind GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture Standard 

3. Statistics

Topics
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32 Species certified for finfish
Certification is linked to the scientific name

Source GLOBALG.A.P  January 2018 

• Adriatic Sturgeon (Acipenser cannarii)

• Atlantic Halibut (Hippoglossus hippoglossus)

• Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar)

• Barramundi (Lates calcarifer)

• Bluespotted seabream (Pagrus caeruleostictus)

• Brook Trout (Salvelinus fontinalis)

• Cobia (Rachycentron canadum)

• Coho Salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch)

• Common Dentex (Dentex dentex)

• Danube Sturgeon (Acipenser gueldenstaedtii) 

• European Seabass (Dicentrarchus labrax)
•
• Gilthead Seabream (Sparus aurata) 

• Greater Amberjack (Seriola dumerili)

• Large-Eye Dentex (Dentex macrophthalmus)

• Meagre (Argyrosomus regius)

• Nile tilapia (Oreochromis niloticus)

• Pangasius Tra (Pangasianodon hyphthalmus)

• Pink Dentex (Dentex gibbous)

• Pompano (Trachinotus blochii) 

• Rainbow Trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss)

• Red Drum (Sciaenops ocellatus)

• Red Porgy (Pagrus pagrus)

• Redbanded Seabream (Pagrus auriga)

• Redspotted Grouper [Epinephelus akaara]

• Salmon Trout  (Salmo trutta trutta)

• Senegalese Sole (Solea senegalensis)

• Sharpsnout Seabream (Diplodus puntazzo) 

• Shi Drum (Umbrina cirrosa) 

• Starry Sturgeon (Acipenser stellatus)

• Sterlet Sturgeon (Acipenser ruthenus)

• Turbot (Scophthalmus maximus)

• White Grouper (Epinephelus aeneus) 



Blue Mussel (Mytilus edulis)

European flat oyster (Ostrea edulis)

Mediterranean mussel (Mytilus galloprovincialis)

Pacific Cupped Oyster (Crassostrea gigas)

Giant Tiger Prawn (Penaeus monodon)

Whiteleg Shrimp (Litopenaeus vannamei)

6 species for Crustaceans, Molluscs

Certification is linked to the scientific name 

Source GLOBALG.A.P 30.09.2017



29 COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE
adopting GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture certification

Nicaragua
Norway
Panama
Peru
Poland
Portugal
Spain
Tunisia
Turkey
United Kingdom
United States
Vietnam

Australia
Chile
China (*)

Croatia
Denmark

(*) Incl. Taiwan

Ecuador
Faroe Islands
France
Greece
Honduras 

Iceland
Indonesia
Ireland
Isle of Man
Italy
Korea (South) 
Mauritius 
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21 COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE adopting 
GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture Chain of Custody

Source GLOBALG.A.P 30.09.2017

Belgium
Chile
China (*)

Denmark
Ecuador
France
Germany
Greece 
Indonesia
Lithuania
Morocco
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Russia
Singapore
Spain
Turkey
Ukraine
United Kingdom
Vietnam  

(*) Incl. Taiwan
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GLOBALG.A.P.  COMPOUND FEED CERTIFICATION

• Australia
• Austria
• Belgium  
• Canada
• Chile
• Costa Rica 
• Denmark
• Ecuador

• Faroe Islands
• France
• Germany
• Greece
• Guatemala
• Honduras
• Iceland
• Indonesia
• Israel
• Italy
• Nicaragua

30 COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE FOR AQUAFEED

• Norway
• Peru
• Poland
• Portugal
• Spain
• Taiwan
• Thailand
• Turkey
• United Kingdom
• United States
• Vietnam 

Source GLOBALG.A.P 30.09.2017
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GGN Certified Aquaculture Label 
launched April 2016
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NEW B2C label
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Food Safety          Animal Welfare                        Traceability      

Environment                      Workers Welfare
© GLOBALG.A.P. Secretariat | Page 13

What is behind the the GGN Certified Aquaculture  label?

GLOBALG.A.P. Aquaculture certified products



NEW Consumer portal GGN.ORG
for GLOBALG.A.P. certified Aquaculture
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Thank you for your attention!

Aquaculture expert: Valeska Weymann
weymann@globalgap.org

GGN.ORG Administration: Tayyibe Saglam
saglam@globalgap.org

Disclaimer: This presentation, training material or publication is the property of GLOBALG.A.P. 
c/o FoodPLUS GmbH. The GLOBALG.A.P. member, approved Certification Body or Farm 
Assurer may use it and its content in internal and external trainings in unaltered format. 
GLOBALG.A.P. does not assume any responsibility for the training carried our by third parties 
using this material.
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