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COMUNICATO STAMPA

Mediterranean Acquaculture at AquaFarm with a total production approaching 3 million tons

Two  weeks to go before the start of the international exhibition and conference event dedicated to aquaculture, artisan and professional fishing, seaweed production, scheduled for February 18 and 19 at the Pordenone Fair.

Pordenone Fiere, 4 February 2026 – AquaFarm 2026 is approaching its ninth edition at a time of ups and downs for Mediterranean aquaculture. The latest State of Fisheries in the Mediterranean and Black Sea (SoMFi) 2025 report, published by the FAO’s General Fisheries Commission for the  Mediterranean (CGPM) based on 2023 data, brings out how, including also freshwater production,  aquaculture in the Mediterranean and Black Sea areas generates 9,3 billion USD and provides nearly 3 million tons of aquatic food. Marine and brackish water aquaculture alone is worth 5,2 billion USD and directly employs 113.000 people, now accounting for more than 45 % of global saltwater aquatic food production, currently reaching a volume of 940 000 tons of products.

Egypt totally dominates freshwater production, accounting for 1.405.255 tons (approximately 82% of all Mediterranean and Black Sea). This production is mainly represented by Nile River tilapia and mullet. Turkey comes second with 156.758 tons (9%), to a great extent consisting of rainbow trout. The remaining 9% is largely made up of rainbow trout, primarily farmed in the Mediterranean countries of European Union, with Italy contributing with 34.100 tons in 2023, France with 28.600 tons and Spain with 17.500 tons, in addition to lesser quantities from other countries. Among farmed freshwater species, the common carp follows reaching 22.200 tons; the report does not include European countries not opening up to the Mediterranean.
 
Marine species production is highly concentrated in a limited number of varieties: just 11 represent 99 percent of the total, with sea bream (34,5%) and sea bass (29,7%) leading the way. Fish account for 86,1 % of the farmed species, whilst shellfish account for 13,7% e the remainder consists of crustaceans and algae. Eight countries produce 95,5 percent of marine aquatic foods farmed or grown in the region, with Turkey (400.000 tons), Egypt (147.000 tons) and Greece (139.000 tons) stand on the podium. 

The Italian fish farming situation is unstable, as several critical issues remain unanswered, affecting  its economic performance. On one hand, they include historical structural issues, such as those relating to state concessions and related fees,  the incomplete definition of marine areas suitable for the development of mariculture (AZA), on the other, market factors connected to pressure from Extra-UE producers, whose competition is not always balanced by transparent information for consumers – as explained by Matteo Leonardi President  of API (Associazione Piscicoltori Italiani – Italian Fish Farmers Association). Recent negative feedbacks, caused by ongoing environmental changes, as highlighted by Federico Pinza, President of A.M.A. (Associazione Mediterranea Acquacoltori – Mediterranean Aquaculture Association), are also impacting negatively on aquaculture production. 
Italian fish production (2024 data) amounts to 51.000 tons of seafood, 60% of which is rainbow trout, followed by sea bream and sea bass. Finally it should be highlighted that Italy is the European leading caviar producer, thanks to a yearly production of 67 tons. 

In 2023, shellfish production amounted to approximately 80.000 tons, 72,4% of which consisted of mussels (57.279 tons), followed by clams with 16,8% (21.547 tons). Oyster production is expanding in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea, both cupped and, to a lesser extent, flat oysters. At the national level, oyster farming, which only recently started, is growing steadily, with a 2023 production reaching approximately 300 tons.

This picture, not always rosy, has seen several changes over the past two years, particularly affecting shellfish farming. Ongoing climate change has altered the biological balance in our seas,  with unpredictable consequences for the sector economy. For example, in the Tyrrhenian Sea, wild sea breams have become much more active and aggressive due to mild temperatures. This once occasional phenomenon, is now severely damaging mussel farming. Similarly, the  uncontrolled proliferation of the blue crab population  in the Adriatic sea, a well-known yet poorly understood phenomenon, has caused and continues to cause serious damage to the clam farming.  These changes are also affecting shellfish farming. Farmers, for their part, are responding in several ways, such as switching their farming to oysters as, Eraldo Rambaldi, director of A.M.A., explains.

The state of aquaculture in its various aspects will be addressed in the rich programme of conferences, meetings and workshops, whose list is available on the event www.aquafarmexpo.it, where free registration is also available.


AquaFarm is Italy’s only international exhibition and conference event on aquaculture and sustainable fishing industry, organized by  Pordenone Fiere in collaboration with the industry associations and with Studio Comelli – Conferences&Communication, which oversees conference contents and the press office. Born in 2017, it has always focused on all areas of innovative and sustainable food production. It features two thematic areas: AlgaeFarm, dedicated to the growing of microalgae and other microorganisms, and the newcomer AquaFishery, dedicated to artisan and professional fishing. Participation in the event is free upon online registration at : www.aquafarmexpo.it . 
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