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PRESS RELEASE

AquaFarm 2026: the world of aquaculture gathered in Pordenone with over 2.000 participants

AquaFarm confirmed its 2025 attendance figures with more than 2.000 participants.
 New feature of this year the first edition of AquaFishery, the event dedicated to artisanal and professional fishing.

Pordenone, 02 March 2026 – The 9th edition of AquaFarm, the international conference and trade show dedicated to aquaculture, shellfish farming, artisanal and small-scale fishing, and algaculture, held at Pordenone Expo Centre, has come to a close.


Once again this year, the event proved to be a benchmark for the aquaculture market, attracting over 2.000 participants and offering a packed programme of conferences with 25 working sessions, alongside a large international exhibition area covering 6.000 square metres with over 120 exhibitors and brands.

The opening session on the first day of the exhibition focused on decarbonisation, sustainability and support for aquaculture. Introduced by the President of Pordenone Fiere, Renato Pujatti, with speeches by Federico Pinza and Matteo Leonardi, presidents of AMA and API respectively, it featured contributions from: Evi Lardi, DG Mare of the European Commission, on support programmes for aquaculture for decarbonisation; Giovanna Marino of ISPRA, who discussed the programme for defining Areas Suitable for Aquaculture. 
The session concluded with the FAO, which decided to hold the Italian leg of its travelling seminar on the implementation of the Guidelines for Sustainable Aquaculture at AquaFarm.  

Several market events took place over the two days in Pordenone. On the afternoon of the first day, the second edition of the Italy-Spain Bilateral Meeting was held, organised by the Spanish portal misPeces, API and AMA, involving Iberian and Italian associations in the sector. This year, the meeting addressed a topic of particular interest to operators in both countries: “Mediterranean aquaculture and mislabelling: application of labelling rules in the Ho.Re.Ca. channel”.

The topic was also addressed in the two opening sessions on the second day. First was the session entitled ‘Strategies, tools and actions for sustainable development of aquaculture’, which was attended by Graziella Romito, Director General of Fisheries and Aquaculture at the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Sovereignty and Forestry, with contributions from Pier Antonio Salvador for Copa Cogeca, Federico Pinza for AMA – Mediterranean Aquaculture Association and Matteo Leonardi for API – Italian Fish Farmers Association. Valentina Tepedino, Director of Eurofishmarket, in her report ‘Labelling and commercial promotion of aquaculture products’ emphasised that the Italian origin of fish products is not enough to define their quality. In fact, health and safety is a prerequisite, and she therefore highlighted the need to promote additional aspects such as sustainability and animal welfare, which are not currently clearly distinguishable on labels. In this regard, she proposed shared guidelines or checklists to help consumers and distributors recognise and reward the most virtuous aquaculture producers. The discussion continued in the next session, with the additional contribution of important representatives of the demand side, who exchanged views with operators on the supply side, bringing their own point of view and that of consumers.


This year’s new feature was AquaFishery, the thematic area that introduced issues related to artisanal and small-scale fishing to AquaFarm for the first time. It had its conference moment with a session in which fishermen's associations were able to discuss the various critical issues and prospects for the sector. Some of the latest results of academic and industrial research were presented on a number of topics of interest, from new discoveries for reducing mercury in processed tuna to the potential for extracting value from end-of-life fishing nets and new intelligent fish weighing systems.

The scientific conferences were very well attended. The conference dedicated to functional feed for fish species and its positive effects on animals and the perceived quality of the product revealed, on the one hand, that precision feeding with variable “recipes” guarantees greater nutritional stability and, on the other, that the perception of quality varies greatly among consumers depending on their attitude towards fish products. This is influenced by predisposing factors in the general public, positively by sustainability claims (supported by adequate explanations), negatively by emotional and instinctive reactions, for example towards animals fed with insect-based feed, when the same species in nature have a largely insectivorous diet.

The topic of new aquaculture systems is attracting considerable interest, with a special session dedicated to it. Recirculating aquaculture systems (RAS) are seen in freshwater farms as a way to guarantee high-quality water in the face of increasingly unpredictable changes in the natural environment, and in saltwater farms as a way to introduce new species, such as shrimp, which are currently imported from areas at high risk of contamination. 
There is a great deal of interest in multitrophic aquaculture, which receives European research funding, including in marine environments, where it is known as haloponic aquaculture, by analogy with aquaponics in terrestrial environments. The basic idea is to accompany the farming of traditional species with the cultivation of varieties such as macroalgae and aquatic plants (salicornia, agretti, posidonia), which can provide valuable products or simply contribute to rebalancing the marine environment. In all cases, the recovery and valorisation of waste and effluents is of fundamental importance for the production of biogas/biomethane and soil improvers and fertilisers.

The session on emerging technologies saw four points of focus from the scientific community: the development of computer models (digital twins) of farms, using a wide variety of sensors for data collection; the use of artificial intelligence in various sectors, from highly granular weather forecasts (typical of sea farms) to the interpretation of enormous amounts of data that modern laboratory tools make available to researchers; the use of autonomous robotics both for monitoring farming environments and for the continuous collection of data useful for proactive management; the investigation of environmental factors that have been neglected until now in the development and welfare of farmed fish species, primarily noise.

The conference programme concluded with two sessions dedicated to AlgaeFarm, which saw the field of interest extend to macroalgae for the first time, partly as a result of the aforementioned focus on multitrophic aquaculture, particularly in Italy, by shellfish producers, and to ongoing progress in the use of microalgae as biorefineries for the processing and extraction of useful substances, such as carotenoids, from food waste and effluents.

The conference proceedings will soon be available on the event website www.aquafarmexpo.it. The next edition of AquaFarm is already scheduled for February 17-18, 2027. See you soon!


AquaFarm is Italy's only international conference and trade show on aquaculture and sustainable fishing industry, organized by Pordenone Fiere in collaboration with industry associations and Studio Comelli – Conferences&Communication, which is in charge of conference contents and press office. The event was first held in 2017 and it has always been focused on all areas of innovative and sustainable food production. It features two thematic areas: AlgaeFarm, dedicated to the cultivation of microalgae and other microorganisms, and the newcomer AquaFishery, dedicated to artisanal and professional fishing.  
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