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AquaFarm celebrates 10 years: proven format and next-gen innovations meet in Pordenone
February 17 and 18, 2027, will mark the tenth edition of AquaFarm, the international conference and trade show on aquaculture, artisanal and small-scale fisheries and algaculture. In a complex moment for the sector, Pordenone confirms the central role of quality, food safety, 360-degree sustainability and innovation.
Pordenone, September 16, 2026 – The countdown has begun for the tenth edition of AquaFarm, the international conference and trade show—unique in Italy—dedicated to aquaculture and sustainable fishing. The event confirms its structure across three thematic areas: AquaFarm, AlgaeFarm, and AquaFishery—the initiative dedicated to artisanal and professional small-scale fisheries that debuted last February, created to enhance marine and inland water supply chains while promoting innovation and sustainable growth in the seafood sector.
On the occasion of its tenth anniversary, the event is gearing up for a special edition rich in new features, reconfirming its proven conference and trade show format that pairs an international exhibition area with a high-level conference program. Driven by an increasingly global outlook emerging from early commercial results, AquaFarm will bring together major profit-seeking players and institutions alongside a strategic space reserved for universities, research centers and start-ups. The overall layout will exceed 6,000 square meters, integrating traditional conference rooms with the brand-new addition of a dedicated workshop arena.
The tenth edition of AquaFarm takes place at a complex juncture, marked by lights and shadows for both the global and Italian seafood sectors. On a macro level, seafood production continues to break record after record. This is evidenced by the 2026 edition of the FAO report The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture, released two months ago and based on 2024 data. Global fisheries and aquaculture production reached a new record of 235 million tonnes, confirming the sector's growing role in feeding an expanding global population. Aquatic animal production reached 195 million tonnes, registering steady growth over the decades with an average annual increase rate of 3.2% since 1950. Aquatic animals play an increasingly vital role in healthy diets: 89% of production is destined for human consumption, with average per capita availability exceeding 21 kg per year.
As has been the case for decades, aquaculture remains the primary driver of growth in aquatic food systems. World production of farmed aquatic animals and algae hit a new record of 142 million tonnes in 2024, confirming its expanding contribution to the global seafood supply. Aquaculture produced 103 million tonnes of aquatic animals—an all-time high—accounting for 53% of global aquatic animal production and over 59% of those destined for human consumption.
Freshwater farming dominates aquatic animal production, accounting for 64 million tonnes (63%), compared to 38 million tonnes (37%) from marine and coastal aquaculture.
Regarding the trade of aquatic products, the top five exporters accounted for 35% of the total in 2024, led by China (11%), followed by Norway (9%), Vietnam (6%), and Ecuador and Chile (5% each). The European Union was the largest single market, importing seafood products valued at USD 63 billion, including USD 31 billion in intra-EU trade. The top five importing countries accounted for 43% of the total, led by the United States of America (15%), followed by China (12%), Japan (7%), Spain (5%), and Italy (4%).
FAO projections to 2034 indicate continued growth in production, consumption, and trade within the fisheries and aquaculture sector, with total aquatic animal production expected to reach 214 million tonnes. Aquaculture will remain the primary engine of growth, with production projected to reach 119 million tonnes by 2034. This dynamic global framework, however, conceals notable regional and local variations. Following the peak reached in 2021 at 3.6 million tonnes, European aquaculture production has since hovered around 3.5 million tonnes, with Northern and Eastern Europe providing a positive contribution, while Western and Southern Europe remain stable with some localized declines. Considering that the FAO's count for Europe includes Norway—with its massive salmon production largely destined for export—the European Union's goal to rebalance its seafood import-export balance remains challenging to implement.
In Southern and parts of Western Europe, several farming systems are at risk due to changing conditions in surface waters for marine environments, and water regimes for inland areas. In certain cases, such as mussel production, water temperature at a local scale poses the greatest risk, but changes often occur at an ecological balance level, and not only as a reaction to the proliferation of invasive species. Even a species natively present and historically farmed in specific areas can alter its behavior due to shifts in seasonal regimes—for instance, by accelerating its development and impacting other farms. The case of sea bream and clam farms in the Tyrrhenian Sea provides a clear example.
The FAO report emphasizes the necessity of adaptation, ranging from shifting farming zones to changing methods and bathymetry.
Innovation has therefore become a necessary condition for survival for many operators across various regions, including Italy. The exchange of knowledge and experience between different countries is another crucial tool to guarantee the development of aquaculture and sustainable fisheries. Added to this is the cooperation among industry operators under the guidance of associations and public entities—starting with the Ministry, which is called upon to intervene at both European and national levels to streamline the regulatory framework that conditions the development of aquaculture, algae farming, and artisanal fisheries. The conference program will reflect these priorities, giving a voice to research, farmers and innovation providers.
The official program will be complemented by numerous workshops as well as corporate and association seminars, ensuring an extremely rich content offering—historically a key strength of AquaFarm.
The schedule of sessions will shortly be available on the event's website: www.aquafarmexpo.it
AquaFarm is Italy's only international conference and trade show on aquaculture and sustainable fishing industry, organized by Pordenone Fiere in collaboration with industry associations and Studio Comelli – Conferences&Communication, which is in charge of conference contents and press office. The event was first held in 2017 and it has always been focused on all areas of innovative and sustainable food production. It also covers two thematic areas: AlgaeFarm, dedicated to the cultivation of microalgae and other microorganisms and the newest addition, AquaFishery, dedicated to small-scale and professional fishing. Attendance is free of charge, register online at www.aquafarmexpo.it
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