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COMUNICATO STAMPA

AquaFarm 2027 celebrates innovation in seafood production, processing, and distribution: introducing the AquaInnovation Award for fisheries and aquaculture, shellfish farming and algae cultivation

The initiative is open to exhibitors at AquaFarm 2027 within the AquaFarm, AquaFishery, and AlgaeFarm themed areas. The award ceremony will take place during the exhibition's opening on February 17, 2027

Pordenone, 9 november 2026 – Today, Pordenone Fiere launches the AquaInnovation Award—the first new initiative celebrating the 10th edition of AquaFarm. This award recognizes outstanding innovation across the exhibition's three core areas: AquaFarm, AlgaeFarm and AquaFishery.
The Award, to be assigned to those exhibitors submitting their applications by 15 January 2027, is divided into three categories, with one winner for each category:
· Breeding and primary production in aquaculture, shellfish farming, and algaculture, covering the biological management of animal and plant organisms according to their specific sectors. It spans from seeding, inoculation, reproduction and hatchery phases to growth stages in intensive, extensive, and controlled environments, including all nutritional, technological, and sanitary factors that ensure animal health and welfare.

· Technological innovation in breeding, cultivation, and fishing, representing the engineering and infrastructural core of aquaculture, fishing, and algae cultivation (hardware and equipment).

· Digitalization, processing, packaging, and logistics, related to management software and focusing on the downstream supply chain—the final segment of the production lifecycle, including all the operations immediately following harvest or catch.
The jury will evaluate submissions based on three key criteria: Originality, as the degree of technological or process innovation compared to current market solutions; Sustainability, in terms of carbon footprint reduction, water and energy savings, circular economy practices, and improvements in animal welfare; Applicability, considering the accessibility, scalability, and technical-economic feasibility of the solution in the marketplace. 

The Award jury will comprise Pier Antonio Salvador, Chair of the Copa-Cogeca Fisheries Working Group; Renato Pujatti – Chair of Pordenone Fiere SpA; Francesca Tulli, lecturer at the University of Udine; Matteo Leonardi, representing API; Eraldo Rambaldi, representing AMA; as well as a representative from the Italian Ministry of Agriculture, Food Sovereignty and Forestry, a representative from AISAM for algae cultivation and a representative from Coldiretti for small-scale fishing.

"Innovation has become a prerequisite for operating in the core sectors of AquaFarm, which face daily challenges ranging from environmental shifts and changing consumer preferences to unfair competition from non-EU operators," stated Renato Pujatti, President of Pordenone Fiere. "With the AquaInnovation Award, we aim to play our part in ensuring that practical, market-ready innovation receives the recognition it deserves, rewarding the dedication of our exhibiting companies."

All documents regarding the award and entry guidelines are available on the official event website at: www.aquafarm.show/aquainnovation-award 

AquaFarm is Italy's only international conference and trade show on aquaculture and sustainable fishing industry, organized by Pordenone Fiere in collaboration with industry associations and Studio Comelli – Conferences&Communication, which is in charge of conference contents and press office. The event was first held in 2017 and it has always been focused on all areas of innovative and sustainable food production. It also covers two thematic areas: AlgaeFarm, dedicated to the cultivation of microalgae and other microorganisms and the newest addition, AquaFishery, dedicated to small-scale and professional fishing. Attendance is free of charge, register online at www.aquafarmexpo.it


Press Contacts:
Marco Comelli/Eliana Flores – Studio Comelli –marco@studiocomelli.eu,  eliana@studiocomelli.eu 
Simona Maldarelli – Pordenone Fiere – smaldarelli@fierapordenone.it + 39 380 3133728
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